This book gives an account of the development of man's understanding, mainly by experiment, of the diseases of domestic animals in relation to human medicine and agriculture. It is not a history of veterinary medicine per se; it covers only the main epizootic diseases and touches only lightly on the profession, institutions and personalities. Apart from the direct interest in specific diseases such as rabies, anthrax and tuberculosis, which are transmissable to man, there was also the realization by the early modem scientist that animal disease provided opportunities for experiments which could not be carried out on man, e.g., isolation, lethal injections and post-mortem examinations. The comparative approach also led to the development of the basic principles of epidemiology and immunology generally. The methodology of animal modelling was employed, although that term had not then come into use.
The volume adopts a chronological approach, from the ancient world up to the contemporary mad cow disease but, as might be expected, the nineteenth century predominates. With such a long time span the coverage of many topics is brief, but the essential points are clearly made often laced with a touch of humour, e.g., Francois Magendie, when dealing with rabid mastiffs from an establishment for fighting dogs, found it advantageous to be accompanied by "students known for their courage, sang froid and dexterity". Two of the many interesting topics which emerge are: first, the much greater contribution to research made by medical men (no women had yet come to prominence) compared with veterinarians, this was especially true in Britain where veterinary education did not favour research despite the solitary lead given by Sir John McFadyean; and second, the greater support for research in mainland Europe than in Britain. Compare the underfunded, legally hamstrung Brown Institution in London with the Pasteur Insitute in Paris.
There is a fluency about the writing which makes for very enjoyable reading undeflected by obstrusive footnotes, but this is not at the expense of the references themselves which occupy 36 pages at the end of the book and provide excellent starting points for anyone going beyond an introduction.
It is becoming the stock-in-trade of reviewers to complain about the price of academic books and this reviewer is no exception. This is mainly because many potential readers may be put off by the price and thus miss the pleasure and the profit which this stimulating book provides.
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